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The discussion of the metrology of the coins (p. exxxi) is
hardly adequate.

The book contains many other points of interest to an
expert in Indian numismatics, but I must not take up more
space.

VINCENT A. SMITH.

Aspects of Death in Art and Epigram, illustrated especially
by Medals, Engraved G-ems, Jewels, Ivories, Antique
Pottery, &c. By F. Parkes Weber, M.A,, M.D. Second
Edition, revised and much enlarged. 461 pp. With
126 illustrations. London: T. Fisher Unwin and B.
Quaritch. 1914.

READERS of the Numismatic Chronicle will not haye forgotten
the series of articles 011 the subject of Death which were
contributed to its pages by Dr. Parkes Weber in 1909-10,
and which subsequently took form as an independent volume.
The second edition of this volume is now before us. It is
swollen to more than twice its original bulk, and is indeed
a solid and weighty book, although the author in his modesty
describes it as a little volume.

The amount of information of a miscellaneous kind which
is stowed away in its pages is extraordinary. Death being
the complement of life, it is clear that the " farrago " of any
book which deals with death must practically be " quid-
quid agunt homines." Consequently nothing less than an
encyclopaedia would be necessary if the matters dealt with
were to be arranged and classified on any strictly scientific
plan. About half the book is concerned with the philosophical
and psychological sides of the subject, the consideration of
the various ideas of death and of man's attitude towards it.
There is for instance a section (pp. 69-83) on the ideas of
the Italian Renaissance, the influence of Petrarch's Trionfi,
and the " Triumph of Death " designs. (In this connexion the
remarkable fresco of the Triumph of Death at Palermo might
have been mentioned.) The whole of this half of the book
is crammed with quotations from and references to the
literature of death, showing a faculty of laborious collection
which reminds one of the Anatomy of Melancholy. Part III
(pp. 220-329) is the strictly numismatic portion of the work.
It consists of a list, arranged chronologically, of coins, medals
and tokens, having more or less direct reference to the subject.
One might perhaps cavil at the inclusion of some examples,
such as the Greek coins of Eleusis with types that refer to